‘Judaism Isn’t Meant As a Theory’
Silverstein Hebrew Academy continues to grow
By JAMES BERNSTEIN
he 14 children in Rabbi Osher
Kravitsky’s fifth-grade class
at the Silverstein Hebrew
Academy, housed at Temple Beth-El
in Great Neck, sat in rapt silence as a
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film flashed before them about one
of the most pressing topics in education these days — bullying.
The film describes a young girl
who is being bullied by classmates
because she has a birth mark on her
face. But the Silverstein fifth-graders
grow even more attentive when
Kravitsky tells them that he himself
had been bullied when he was a child
growing up in Brooklyn, after emigrating with his family from Israel.
“You?” one of the students calls
out. “Yes, me,” Kravitsky says.
“First it was because I was an immigrant. Then it was because I didn’t
have the right clothes.”
After class, Kravitsky said his
lesson on bullying fit well into the
philosophy of the 15-year-old,
Chabad-affiliated school.
“The general philosophy is that
Judaism isn’t meant as a theory,”
Kravitsky said in a hallway outside
the class on a recent morning.
“Judaism is meant to have a pragmatic effect on everyday life.
Judaism must always be practical.”
The Sonia & Max Silverstein
Hebrew Academy, as the institution
that began in 1998 is officially
known, emphasizes the practical in
its approach to teaching and caring
for children, said Shireen Butman,
the head of school.
“Ultimately, it’s about having
children who are good people, who
are kind, who look to live with
ethics and a strong belief in God. I
don’t think it’s very complicated,”
she said.
The Academy now has 200 students, 36 more than it did last year.
The 171 elementary and preschool
students meet at 117 Cutter Mill
Road in downtown Great Neck; the
29 middle-schoolers are a few miles
north, at the vast and architecturallyelegant Temple Beth-El. The dean is
Rabbi Yoseph Geisinsky, of the
Chabad of Great Neck.
The Academy is a “boutique
school where we go forth with a
vision and ... the tools and spirit to
alter our custom for students who
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need enrichment, resource, extra
research opportunity or more,”
according to Geisinsky. “From Rosh
Chodesh club to meaningful holiday
programming, our middle school
students understand they are part of a
bigger community and are given the
tools to lead in the future.”
Recently, the school held an open
house to register new students.
About 35 parents showed up.
Butman expects enrollment next
year to reach about 220 students.
The parents at the open house

came from different walks of life,
Butman said. Some were observant,
others not.
“All of the people were looking
for a feeling of intimacy with strong
academics,” she said. “They were
looking for a place where their child
is really known and guided ro reach
his/her best.”

T

here is a distinct style to the
school. The children are neatly
dressed. Hands are always raised in
classrooms. Class size averages

approximately 20 students.
Mornings are focused on such
general studies as math, social studies, art, science, computers and
physical education. Afternoons are
given over to Jewish studies. The
Jewish program includes Torah text
and commentaries, Hebrew language, an in-depth study of the
weekly Torah portion, prayer and a
study of laws and holidays.
The dual curriculum can be challenging for some students.
“There always will be students

who will struggle in any school
with a dual-language curriculum,”
Butman said. The school believes
that not all Judaic studies must be
done in Hebrew, in order to study
texts at a deeper and more meaningful level. Extra support for reading
is available to students.
The school has more than 30 faculty and staff members, as well as
resource specialists provided by the
district and the school.
Tuition averages about $11,000 a
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‘Ultimately, it’s about having children who are good people, who are kind, who look to live with ethics
and a strong belief in God. I don’t think it’s very complicated.’ —Head of School Shireen Butman
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“I think it’s a wonderful addition to the community,” Oliner
said. “It serves those people who
feel a house is too complicated
for them. It’s for young newlymarrieds and for those who want
to be near their children and/or
grandchildren.”
In an interview, Neuberg said he

felt confident when he purchased
the property that the units would
sell.
“I didn’t take a chance,”
Neuberg said. “I knew the customers. They wanted valet parking. They wanted to be able to
swim and for their children and
grandchildren to be able to swim.”
He spared no effort.
“Did I need radiant heat in front
of the building? Probably not. I
may have gone a little overboard
with some of these things. But I’m

giving people what they want.”
Neuberg has built living complexes elsewhere in the Five Towns,
in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, and in
New Jersey. But, he said, nothing as
high-end as the Regency.
“Not only did I build it to high
standards, but I put eveything I
could into it,” Neuberg said. “There
were no shortcuts taken.”
For more information about the
Regency, call 516.592.5670 or visit
www.regencyatlawrence.com.
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year. Tuition assistance programs
are available.
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n a recent morning, the class
conducted by Rabbi Osher, as
he is affectionately known around
the school, was animated and lively.
Kravitsky connected bullying to
admonitions in the Torah against
such practices.
Kravitsky spoke of lashon hara
(speaking evil of others). He noted
that in the Book of Proverbs, King
Solomon wrote, “Death and life are

in the hands of the tongue.”
He told the class, “You can’t
retract your words. Words are
powerful.”
After class, Kravitsky said that he
conducts a similar session on
Saturday evenings for students and
their parents. Initially, he said, some
of the parents told him they thought
the middle schoolers were too young
to study adolescent topics such as
bullying, peer pressure, making
good ethical decisions and more.
“I said, ‘Do you know what
they’re exposed to on a daily basis
on television and the Internet?’ ”
Kravitsky said. “The value [of
teaching about bullying and other
topics] is that as the children get

older, they will look at things differently and be able to make better
decisions and choices.”
Planning for next year is already
well underway.
These are exciting times for
Silverstein Hebrew Academy as the
school integrates more innovative
technology into learning, focuses on
providing more professional development for faculty and establishes
itself as a strong contender in the
Jewish day school landscape in
Nassau County.
For a personal tour of a classroom in session, or to learn more
about enrolling your child, contact
Shireen Butman at 516.466.8522.

There is a distinct style to the school. The children are
neatly dressed. Hands are always raised in classrooms.
Class size averages approximately 20 students.
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